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OUR WORK. 


P.N.E. U. Translation ^-Subject for Nov. m ber: P araUn 

iS^'s*™--**** Member. A selection trom 

Wordsworth's Prelude . 

C. Agnes Roopek, Hon. Sec., 

Pen Selwood, Gervis Road, Bournemouth 

From whom all particulars may be obtained. 


House of Education . — We have received a remarkably beautiful Medal 
awarded at the Nature Study Exhibition, for the House of Education 
exhibit as a whole, and also the Certificate of Merit. 


It is with deep regret that we record the death, on Sept. 21st 
of Mr. Herbert D. Geldart, to whose always ready help 
and stimulating counsel we owe in large measure the success 
of our Nature Note Books. We acknowledged our great debt at 
the beginning of the year, when Mr. Geldart felt it necessary to 
give up the work of examining our Nature Note Books, a work 

to which he had given ungrudging labour and interest for some 
nine years. ie 

In a dictated letter, dated June 28th, he says: “It is evident 
I was right in withdrawing when I did • even if th<. a 

^ - 

he distinguished himself greal w thr^hTf® her !! arium ' and 
edited the section * y , tbe abl d y with which he 

Victoria History of Engfand u* ° f . Norfolk in the 

he was deeply learned ?n ti ' u He WaS a skllled geographer, 
forms of art, and those who hlS ‘° ry and Practice of various 
natural history found in him Wa ' lte f d information on questions of 
he was always ready often ° U m * nG ° f knowled ge, which 

‘7- * of much ,,me and trouble ' 

The students of the H ^ 

tale of years can testify toih*°f ' 1C / tion through a considerable 
Miss Hodgson in December i?\ thlS statement - Writing to 
seems nine years since you h St ’ Mr ' Ge,dart said, “ It hardly 
here , s no doubt it has been**" ^ naLUre WOrk - but an yway 
hat 18 a good deal to sav?„ 1 ^ 0n 0,i ? inal Hues, and 

and crib.” Say ln these days of wholesale imitation 


BOOKS. 

The Book of Romance , edited by Andrew La™ rr 
are inclined to thrnk that the last is best iff L ,° ngmans - 6 /-)- W e 
multi-coloured fairy books which have visited us ° Ugh ’ remembe,in g the 
quite easy to decide. Anyway, The Bookot'T *^' 1 * 9 *'' 1 is n °t 
delightful, and provides for those boys and dnU • °™. ance ls altogether 
the gift of dreaming just the right transition from fa 46 * 118 Wh ° have 
common high roads of life. The Book of Romanrp a ^ W ° r ! d t0 the 
These old-world tales are part of the knowledge of all mo,e - 

what is more, such knowledge must come af the riJbt r hoknow i and 
ge, it when *. Prison ga.es are ?£ 

apprec,at.on Tennyson s rendenng of , he Arthurian , J b " h 
do not take hold of us as do these, “taken mainly Iron. Malo.ev's com 
pilation from sources chiefly French.” We are glad to meet with the 
story of Roland again, “from the French epic, probably of the eleventh 
century, but resting on earlier materials, legend and ballad.” The 
ancient Irish story of Diarmid ; the old English legends of Robin Hood, 
most elusive of heroes ; the Norse stories of Wayland the Smith and 
Grettir the Strong, these are all tales of delight, nourishing to the soul. 
Mr. Lang’s preface is, as usual, very interesting, all the more so because 
he inclines to think that these same stories with various modifications 
are common to all nations, to be found in their oldest and least corrupted 
forms among savages. It is profoundly interesting to think that, as in 
fairy lore so in rrmance, the imagination of the world seeks the same 
sorts of outlets. Of course the chivalric colouring belongs to the Middle 
Ages, and the romances as they stand “are a mixture of popular tales 
of literary invention and of history as transmitted in legend. All the 
romances, with one exception, are, we are told, written by Mrs. ang 
and we are grateful to her for giving us^a presentation 


her own personality. The pictures are by Mr. A. J. Ford , 

coloured picture of Guinevere brought to King Art ui > ^ ut 

the Black Barget containing Elaine, are > 
eyes will darken and deepen over Excalibur an 


over Sir Galahad at the Tomb, and others. ^ 'pwo charming 

The Burges Letters , by Edna ( Ly a11 notion of writing letters 

little girls, alive “ in the sixties, con^ home , their gardens, 

to their “Dear Descendants,” telling a ® rec ord of our home life, 
Sundays, holidays, visits, and what not- d Kenneth, “cannot pretend 

says the author in her dedication to E sie an ^ rea der can vouch for 
to be a story, but we can vouch for its ™ ’ was a little girl.” wlll( we 
its charm. “ Auntie Elfie’s ” tales 0 w 0 f ^gj- own family party, 
think, please many little people besi es a joke occurs now an 

The ways of these children were sin1 P ^ somebody is naug > 
then, a treat now and then, and, now and he , ^ e records 

persuaded that children prefer - , T , ntora s. 


we are persuaaeu - PX travaga ilL - 

Of child-life of this kind to the most ^ carries its mora L ^ 

of course, come by the way, as every c . tc b e s in character an 
delicate art with which Edna Lyall sKe 
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books. 


• rtiio hook a child’s classic. The illustrations by M r 
W° S d Stacy 6 ^worthy of .ha letlerpress. " We used to sland a. the 
!L1 “eLds us , could we give i. h.ghar pra.se, of .he f,o,.,.sp| ece , 0 


window ” reminds us, could we 

" T r7e ZtTioTdo^ h u«f by F. D. Bedford. Rhymes by E. V. Lucas 
(Methuen, 6/-). We hail with delight a child s book bearing the signature 

of E. V. Lucas. Mr. Lucas, also, perhaps better than any other living 
maker of children’s books, understands the mind of a child. He, too, knows 
how seriously the little people take life, how hard they work to remedy 
their immeasurable ignorance and how, though an occasional joke is 
delightful, '* I want to know” is the refrain of their thoughts. Dorrie and 
Theodore are invited to London by their cousin Minnie for a whole delightful 
fortnight. They go to the Tower, they see the river, they delight in 
• London’s birds, they do everything that is proper for country cousins to do 
in London ; and everywhere Mr. Lucas catches with great delicacy the 
note of a child’s feeling and the direction of an intelligent child’s interest 
We wish we had space to quote a specimen of the simple unlaboured 
rhymes. The pictures are delightful ; one rarely sees coloured pictures so 
well drawn, and the grace of the childish attitudes is charmingly caught 
“ London sparrows at dinner ” is an especially pleasing picture. ^ 
Little Black Quibba (James Nisbet, 1/6). Little Black Mingo was so 
good that we believed the author, like Browning s thrush, never could 
recapture that first fine careless rapture ; but is Quibba better or only every 
bit as good ? That is the question. Quibba goes to get mangoesfor his 

both dance for joy. That is all that S i™ 0t ^ and ° n the last P a £ e the y 
* its »»n tale l 1 ^ * b °“‘ * book 

Reyoolds^mbrest' UedsW mu’’ ° f “ b y Mr - Fred 

find themselves in sole possession f Pa [ ty ,° f four > by great good fortune, 
whole happy week. Thev tak ^ 6 but on a Uttle island for a 

12 sossidges” and various othpr^V^ 6 ] ° Ves > 2 P unds of butr ' 
are besieged by a swan, and lmv ^ They bathe ’ the F cook > the y 
adventures, and we think that p ^ ^ adventure s and no great mis- 
'.'and week. - The fire" ' s 'i' ^ 7' d wi " lik ' '« »bare .ha. happy 
aving picnics, and getting djriv"' & a , tke Funt and g e Hing firewood and 
a flowerpot. But <he gb3 s . 7 f'«Pi”8 on shelves, and sitting - 
five . 8 pates was the lover-li-est soup,” said Lord B. 


a 

° f ®, ve - ' W1C love r-u-est soup,” said Lord Bobs 

George Eliot, by Leslie e. , 

especi'u 411 2 ^' Mn Ste Phen’s ^ En ^ lish Men of Letters” Series, 
her wit l W i? 1C0m . e contr 'bution. In w eciall0n of the great novelist is an 
to an or- ?° 6n w ‘th bated breath tu' roas ' s all that was spoken of 
for thenwh ^ men who love d and s C ?^°^ e . w b° came to see her came as 
there must ^ *' ad no ot her n urDO ^ ker d ' d soon bended knee, and, as 
mu *t be a live woman solwh ' n 1,fe * We feel defrauded ; we feel 

where, one who can smile and even laugh, 


on 
Bobs 


BOOKS. 


0Q7 

witness Mrs. Poyser; but no, not once in 

than a “ sincere grave smile.’’ l t is true tha ' wo gurnet, is there m orP 
to either of the two classes of society accustom 1 a d ° es not belong 

laugh sometimes, and the well-born laugh but tll f t0 lau * h - T he poor 

which George Eliot belonged, is perhaps’essen*i a ? renU ° USmiddlec,a ito 
misadventure of her life (to call it by its mildest n g f Ve ' Then - to °- the 
added to constitutional seriousness. Mr St £ must P erfor ce have 
author of Adam Bede laugh, but he treat^t?" d ° eS not make the 
herself and her work with insight, sympathv anH ^ naturaU y> discusses 
of glamour ; and George Eliot is great enough , COrn ? rehension > divested 
this simple treatment. It is good to be cermin^ immeasu whly by 
to oneself that the e^rnce of Adam Bede fnr a ! ast to acknowledge 
Dinah Morris lacks the flesh and blood of a T ' S MrS ' P °y ser> that 
masterly picture of the sordidness of the sisters 'v, 0m fi n ’ that the 

art. Mr. Leslie Stephen's study of MagSe Tfc ' ^ fcr 
vincing and when he says, ■ Do,' I mentally exclaim, “ ^savVtWsTarmTg 
Maggie from damning herself by this irrelevant and discordant degrada- 
tion ’ ” (the “ Stephen Guest ” episode), he expresses the feeling of mosfof us 
for Maggie is our personal acquaintance, friend it may be, certainly more 
than a character in a book. The last chapter seems to us entirely just and 
discriminating. What is here called the element of “implicit autobio- 
graphy, together with “the combination of an exquisitely sympathetic 
and loving nature with a large and tolerant intellect’’ manifest throughout 
her wo k, account for George Eliot’s enduring charm and fix her place 
among the classics. 

Lake Country Rambles , by W. T. Palmer (Chatto and Windus, 6/-). 
Mr. Palmer has written a delightful book, and he knows that whereof he 
speaks. He knows the life of the fells as well as the look of the fells. 
Shepherding i?i Wi?iter and Skating on Windermere are especially 
interesting chapters. The chapter on Mountain Birds , too, is exciting 
reading to a bird lover, but is it the stonechat or thewheatear that wears a 
grey and white uniform, and is it not the sedge-warbler and \ te 

throat which is known as the “ fisherman’s nightingale t eaS ,^ 
diffidence, for Mr. Palmer knows— knows, too, how a kestre s an , 
a sparrow hawk. Lake Country Rambles is pleasant y ree 
patches ; all is brigh, and eusy r^y but 

crags and the live life of the fells; and the country and those 

two classes of persons — those who do not know ' that Mr. Palmer’s 
who do. We wish, though, for the sake of the unim ' ' i US( « to whose 

knowledge had been made explicit re that *1° . ^ j^kes. “At Rydal 
efforts he attributes the popularity of the a ” yes, but lived, in the 
Mount the great Wordsworth lived and died ^ Col ’ eridge lived at Nab 
sense of his working life, at Dove Cott ^- { . while “Arnold, 

Cottage,” true, a Colei ridge lived there, but it was ^ „ Does this 

Hemans, and Martineau all at one time ' v ® g outs jder know that rs. 
mean Dr. Arnold or Matthew Arnold, and w » ^ ? Qur private opimo 
Hemans and Miss Harriet Martineau he literary interests o t ie 

is that, though the author makes his °* herd i n g, angling, an w 
country, fell-walking, crag-climbing, s 
are the matters which interest him. 
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THE 


“P.R/’ LETTER BAG. 

Where Rotha Runs, by A.M.H. (Middleton An.ble.ide i/-). Here is 
another lake book that will please lovers of the Lakes. The greyness of 
mpre.” “ the stream that like a cord hangs from the hill," 


a mountain mere, " lllc - 

“the little pied bird, that sang the shy song so few people heard”; the 
village children coming home from school as “ blown together by some 
gust of thought, they gather in a little group to talk ” ; “ flowers that love 
"” Hl "nldon crest”: “the solitnH» 


the mountain air ”; 11 me muc » - - „ w 

Ennerdale”:— such matters as these Mrs. Harris sings of; and, be it noted' 
she sings— a. willow warbler’s note — a clear sweet echo of the sounds and* 
sights and sweet impressions that come to dwellers in the Rotha vallev 
People who go to the Lakes should make room in their knapsacks for 
this little book. 

Bell’s Miniature Series of Painters: Raphael , Correggio, A I m a 
Tadema (i/- each). These little books, as we have had occasion to say 
before, are, for such unpretending volumes, wonderfully fresh and interpre- 
tive. Each of them has eight photographs, generally very clear and good 
of typical works of the several masters, accompanied by a critical 
description of each of the eight pictures. Besides, we have a careful 
appreciation of the art cf the master, an interesting and well-informed 
sketch of his life, a chronology of his chief works, and a list of such 
works according to locality. Each of the three books before us treats of 
an artist for whom the presentation of beauty, may we say, obvious beauty 
is the be-all and end-all of his art. Raphael gives us exquisite composi- 

s, where details are kept in abeyance, that the eye may rest without 
‘ action on the beauty and grace of the subject. Correggio presents us 
with rounded outlines and tender shadows and a world of more joyous 
beauty; while Alma Tadema sets off beauty with endless details of elegance 

composition u Jon which ^Td^gnkyl? R ed ’ h l UX “ ry )’. and defies the laws of 
depend This m a J* y Raphael s pictures would seem to 

these little books of” use to ^ 1 ^ discriminatin g criticism should make 
tyro in pictures ^ adVanCed student as well as to the mere 


[The Edit THE “ P ’ R ” LETTER BAG. 

Dear Editor^ teS ^° nsible f or tke opinions of Correspondents.'] 

best way of removing the rn reader °f dle Parents' Review tell me the 
and other shells, so as to ^ ^ co ^ ects on fresh-water mussels 

without injuring it. 'P°se t le beautiful pearly surface underneath 

Newton Harcourt, Leicester. Y ° UrS truly> Floren CE Fremantle. 


Lear Madam i i j , 

ta ^e on a voyage to Australi^ Vi Y su 88^^ions as to books to 

in the ocean and the ’ ** y l ° ' nterest a bo y of is, and a girl of 
Mediterranean, and Ceylon t “T™* they PaSS ’ Ita ’ y > % y P* the 
you would prefer to answer thro "u * stam P ed envelope, but possibly 

Wr h ‘ leS in A ^traUa a n n **>*»- I am an editor 

y- returning i n December. payin ^ a flyin g visit to England with my 

° s S o e i ban L Queen’s R oa d Yours truly, W. G. Piper. 

*°uth Norwood, S.E. ’ 
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Dear Editor,— C an vou~~T " 

written any books upon Old 7 ^* Mr> Robe *t Bird has 

Dreamer ? If he would write of the r SUbj6Cts besides Joseph the 

Israelites, as he already has of the ^ the histor y °f the 

would be most grateful. I n my opinion his 1 many mothers 

treatment of the subject that has W hls ? esus of Nazareth is the best 

absorbing interest to children as 17 ZT* S the a book of 

obliged if any of your readers could ell J sl,ould als ° feel 

teaching physiology, hygiene, and scientific J b °° ks are USed in 

schools of the United States (see ThrT c tem P erance ln the public 
states (see The Times, September i 6 th, 1902 ). 

Lewes, Sussex. am ’ y° urs truly, M. L. Fawssett. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec.,»6, Victoria Street. S.W. 

lo whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 6 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

N .B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


ADDITIONAL LECTURERS. 


Name. 

The Rev. Conrad Noel 

J. H. Gettins, Esq., 
B.A. 

Miss McCroben 


Address. 

15, Paddington .. 
Green, W. 

Reading College, 
Reading. 

, Girls’ High School, 
Wakefield. 


Recommended by. 
Harrow Sec. . 

Reading ,, . 

Wakefield ,, . 


Title of Lecture 
already given. 

The Tyranny of 
Terms. 

Child’s Play. 

The Cultivation of 
a Taste for Lite- 
rature in Young 
Children, 

NEW BRANCHES. 

On October axst, Mrs. Franklin, Hon. Organising Secretary opened a 
branch at Southend. Any members having friends >n that n«gh bourhood 

are asked to communicate with the Secretary, 2 > 1C 

-..o- ),,, Keen approached with a view to starting 
The Executive Committee has Deen pp 

Branches in the following places:— 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. ^ t0 P . Rands, Esq., Brighty, 

Croydon.— N ames may be s / 

Bensham Manor Road . d Pitre avie, Dunfermline, would e 

Dunfermline.— M is. interested. 

glad to hear from people interest 

® Clarke Kennedy, 

Esher. , h sent pro tern . to Mrs. 

Guildford. — N ames niay^ 


[LDFORD. -iNainco 

Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 


